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returned in the corresponding week of 1881. The deaths
of infants under one year of age were more numerous than
in any recent week. 

-

HEALTH OF DUBLIN.

The rate of mortality in Dublin, which had been equal to
33’6 and 35’1 per 1000 in the two preceding weeks, further
rose to 37’2 in the week ending llth inst. During the firstten weeks of the current quarter the death-rate in the city i
averaged 35.5  against 26’3 in London, and 20’1 in Edinburgh. I,
The 248 deaths in Dublin last week showed a further in-
crease of 14 upon the numbers in the two previous weeks ; I,
31 were referred to measles, 8 to fever, 4 to diarrhoea, 1 to
scarlet-fever, 1 to whooping-cough, and not one either to
small-pox or diphtheria. The 45 deaths from these principal
zymotic diseases were equal to an annual rate of 6’7 per 1000
in the city ; the death-rate from the same diseases was 4’1
in London and 3’8 in Edinburgh. The fatal cases of measles
in Dublin, which had been 39 and 27 in the two previous
weeks, rose again to 31 last week ; during the first ten
weeks of this year, no fewer than 348 deaths from this dis-
ease have been recorded within the city. The 8 deaths
referred to " fever" showed a marked further increase upon
recent weekly numbers ; and those attributed to diarrhoea
were also more numerous. The deaths, both of infants and
elderly persons, showed a decline from the numbers in the
previous week.

THE SERVICES.

ARMY MEDICAL DEPARTMENT.-The undermentioned
Surgeons on probation to be Surgeons, dated the 4th of
February, 1882 :&mdash;Norman Macbeth Reid, William Henry
Phillips Lewis, William Dick, M.B., Francis John Jencken,
M.B., Henry Ogilvy Stuart, Francis Harper Treherne, Samuel
Foster Lougheed, M.D., John Courtenay Haslett, M.D.,
Herbert James Barratt, Herbert Ellison Rhodes James,
Henry Octavius Trevor, Alexander Fraser Russell, M.B.,
Robert James Fay Ie, John William Jerome. William Watson
Pike, Michael Edward FitzGerald, Lewis Haywood Truefitt,
M.B., James Murray Irwin, M.B., Patrick Joseph Nealon,
M.D., Earnest Octavius Wight, William Albert Morris,
Francis Henry Merceron Bnrton, M.B., Joseph Heath, M.B.,
Charles Edward Nichol, M.B.
YEOMANRY CAVALRY.&mdash;Denbighshire: Surgeon Thomas

Eyton-Jones is granted the honorary rank of Surgeon-
Major.
RIFLE VOLUNTEERS.-4th Cheshire: Surgeon Robert

Hopwood is granted the honorary rank of Surgeon-Major.-
2nd Derbyshire : Surgeon Edward Mason Wrench is granted
the honorary rank of Surgeon-Major.-23rd Middlesex:
William Joseph Atkinson, Gene., to be acting Surgeon.-
Ist Somersetshire: Acting Surgeon Robert Wentmore
Thomas to be Surgeon.
ADMIRALTY.-The undermentioned gentlemen have been

entered as Surgeons in Her Majesty’s Fleet, with seniority
of Feb. 27th, 1882 :-William George Kynaston Barnes,
M.D. ; Robert James McCormack, M.D. ; William Gordon
Cumming Smith, M. B. ; Septimus Farmer, Andrew Dillon
Peyton, James Stewart Wray.
The following appointments have been made :-Staff

Surgeon William D. Wodsworth, to the Sylvia (com-
missioned) ; Surgeon Ernest E. Bray, to the Ametlayst; ,

Surgeon Alexander Flood, to the Warrior, additional, vice
Mitchell; Surgeon John Price, to the Cambridge, vice
Browning; Surgeon William R. White, to the Bullfrog
(commissioned); Surgeon Richard E. Biddulpb, to the
Royal Adelaicle, vice W. R. White ; Fleet Surgeon Edward
T. Mortimer, to Her Majesty’s ship Duncan, additional for
temporary service at the Royal Marine Dep&ocirc;t at Walmer.

AT the annual meeting of the governors and sub-
scribers of the Hastings and St. Leonards Iufinnary the
question of site formed the principal subject of discussion,
but was left undecided. A sense of the inadequacy of the
present building appears to be pretty general, but there is
great difference of opinion as to the feasihility of the
respective propositions to enlarge the infirmary or to con-
struct a new editice on another site.

REGINA v. LAMSON.

ON Wednesday, March 8th, 1882, at the Central Criminal
Court, before Mr. Justice Hawkins, George Henry Lamson,
aged twenty-nine, surgeon, was indicted for the wilful

murder, on December 3rd, 1881, of his brother-in-law, Percy
Malcolm John, aged nineteen.
Percy Malcolm John, who was a cripple with curvature of

the spine and paraplegia, had property to the extent of

&pound;3000, half of which at his death would revert to the pri-
soner’s wife. John had, for the three years prior to his
death, been at Blenheim House School, at Wimbledom, kept
by Mr. W. H. Bedbrook. On December 3rd, 1881, John was,
with the exception of his paralysis, in good general health,
and on that day had taken his meals, breakfast, dinner, and
tea, in company with Mr. Bedbrook among others. On

Saturday, December 3rd, Lamson called on John at Blen-
heim House at 6.55 P.M., and their interview took place in
the dining-room of Blenheim House, in the presence of Mr.
Bedbrook. Mr. Bedbrook offered Lamson some wine, which
he accepted, and Lamson then asked for some sugar, as the
wine (sherry) was rather strong, and he said " sugar would
destroy the alcoholic effects." A basin of white sugar was
brought, and Lamson put some of it into his sherry.
Lamson then produced a Dundee cake and some sweets, of
which all three partook. At 7.15 P.M. Lamson produced a box
of gelatine capsules from his pocket, and said, " Oh, by the
way, Mr. Bedbrook, when I was in America I thought of
you and your boys. I thought what excellent things these
capsules would be for your boys to take nauseous medicines
in." Lamson then gave a capsule to Mr. Bedbrook, and
filling another with sugar handed it to John, and said,
" Here, Percy, you are a swell pill-taker ; take this, and
show Mr. Bedbrook how easily it may be swallowed."
John swallowed the capsule ; the prisoner soon said, "I I
must be going, and at 7.21 P.M. left the house. A little
after 8 P.M. John complained of heartburn, and soon after
said, " I feel as I felt after my brother-in-law had given
me a quinine pill at Shanklin." He was carried up to
his bedroom and about 9 P.M. was found in great pain and
vomiting. He complained that " his throat appeared to be
closing, and the skin of his face felt drawn up." At
11.30 P.M. he died. John was treated by linseed poultices
to the abdomen, white of egg beaten up with water, and
two hypodermic injections of morphia of one-sixth of a
grain and a quarter of a grain respectively.
The post-mortem examination of John’s body was made

on Dec. 6th, 1881, by Dr. Little and Mr. Berry of Wimble-
don, and Mr. Bond of the Westminster Hospital. The
spinal disease was found to be old and inactive. There
were some old adhesions of the lung. The lips and tongue
were pale. The cerebral meninges, liver, kidneys, spleen,
and the mucous membrane of the stomach were much con-
gested. The mouth and lips were pale. On the under sur-
face of the large end of the stomach were six or eight yel-
lowish-grey patches, a little raised, about the size of a small
bean, and towards the smaller end were two or three similar
ones. The heart was almost empty, but healthy. The
lungs were congested, the posterior parts very much so.
The analyses of the vibecra, vomit, and the articles of

which John might have partaken were conducted by Dr.
Stevenson, of Guy’s Hospital, in conjunction with Dr. Dupre,
of the Westminster Hospital, and the results obtained by
the one were verified by the other.
The results were briefly as follows :&mdash;

1. Portions of the liver, spleen, and kidneys treated by
Stas’s process gave evidence of slight traces of morphia, and
the alkaloidal extract when placed upon the tongue produced
the numb tingling sensation which is characteristic of
aconite, and which, for the sake of brevity, we will call
aconitism.

2. The contents of the stomach similarly treated produced
aconitism.

3. The stomach itself similarly treated showed the
presence of an alkaloid, but the extract failed to produce
aconitism.

4. The urine gave evidence of morphia and aconitine, and
the extract obtained from an ounce of the urine killed a
mouse in thirty minutes when injected under its skin; the
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symptoms being exactly similar to those produced by
iujecting a minute quantity of a solution of Morson’s
aconitine.

5. A mixture of the extracts from 1, 2, and 3. when in-
jected under the skin of a mouse, killed it with similar
symptoms in twenty-two minutes.

6. The vomit was found to contain muscle, starch, onion,
vegetable pulp (probably apple), raisins, candied peel,
and pine-apple essence. It contained neither morphia nor
quinine, but very marked aconitism was produced by a
minute quantity of the extract, which lasted for over six
hours, and when injected under the skin of a mouse it pro-
duced powerful symptoms in two and a half minutes, and
killed it in a quarter of an hour.

Dr. Stevenson considered that the vomit contained as much
as a quarter of a grain of aconitine.
In the beginning of 1881 Mr. Bedbrook received a letter

from Lamson, who was then in America, and a box con-
taining a dozen pills. The letter requested Bedbrook to
give the pills to John, as Lamson had heard of cases in
America similar to that of John being benefited by the pills
in question. The deceased had taken one of the pills, and
the next morning complained of being very unwell, and said
he should take no more of the pills. On Aug. 28th Lamson
bought three grains of sulphate of atropine and one grain of
aconitine of Mr. Albert Smith, a druggist of Ventnor. On
Aug. 2gth- Percy John, who was staying in the house of a
Mrs. Jolliffe at Ventnor, was taken ill with diarrhoea and
prostration, and a feeling " as if he were paralysed all
over."
Lamson was living with his father in Vent nor between.

August 6th and October 23rd, 1881, and was in the habit of
going to the house where Percy John was living, and had
actually called upon him on the 29th. On Oct. 13th he
bought twelve quinine powders (containing a grain and a
half each) of Mr. Littlefield, a druggist of Ventnor. John
at the time of his death was taking quinine powders which
had been supplied to him by Lamson. On Nov. llth
Lamson had bought of Bell and Co. half an ounce of a mixed
solution of morphia and atropia, containing forry grains of
morphia and one grain of atropia, and on the 16th of Novem-
ber he bought the same amount of a similar solution. On
Nov. 16th he also asked for five grains of digitaline, which
were not given to him because the sample in stock was not
thought to be good, and on the 20th of November he asked
for one grain of aconitine, with which the assistant in the
shop refused to serve him. On Nov. 2ith he purchased two
grains of aconitine of Messrs. Allen and Hanburys.
Among the effects of the deceased were fomd twenty

quinine powders numbered from 1 to 20. Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,
and 6 were in larger papers than the rest, and the powders
were nearly uniform in weight, containing about one grain
and a half of quinine in each. Nos. 7 to 20 inclusive were
wrapped in smaller papers and varied in weight from 6-10thi
of a grain to 1-ths of a grain. Nus. 16, 17, and 19 differed
in appearance from the rest, having an admixture of a pale
fawn-coloured substance. They all contained aconitme.
No. 16 containpd ’83 grain, of aconitine and ’96 grain of
quinine. One-fiftieth of a grain of the aconitine contained
in this powder killed a m<>use in six minutes and a half.
One of the pills which had been sent by Lamson. from
America was fouad to contain nearly half a grain of
aconitine. Some of it injected into the back of a mouse
killed the animal in less than five minutes, and the
aconitism produced by a small quantity on the tongues and
throats of the experimenters lasts for over seven, hours.
Witnesses were called to prove that Lamson would benefit
pecuniarily by the death of the deceased, and tha.t at the
time of John’s death he was a bankrupt without a penuy in
the world.
No witnesses were called for the defence. The counsel

for the defence was unable to bring forward any sotid

arguments in refutation of the evidence and the opinions of
the expert, and the jury after (iellberatiticr 0 thirty-five
minutes returned a ver.jiut of Guilty. Sentence of death
was passed in the usual form.

ABERDEEN ROYAL INFIRMARY. &mdash;The income of
this itifiriiiary for the past vear amounted to :E6S89 5. llfJ.,
and the expenditure to &pound; 6781 17s. 9d. Of ttie latter sum
&pound;2718 was expended in pruviainns &0., &pound;882 being the cost
of wines, medicines, and surgical instratxielits and appliances.
The average number of patients in hospital was 178.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS.

THE following is the congratulatory address forwarded by
the Royal College of Physicians to the Queen :&mdash;

To the Queen’s Most ExeeLLent Majesty.
MOST GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN,-We, your Majesty’s most

dutiful and loyal subjects, the President ani College or
Commonalty of the Faculty of Physicians of London, ap-
proach your Majesty most respeftfully to express our ab-
horrence of the crime which ha3 been co’amitted against your
,Majesty’s person, and to offer t,) your Majesty our loyal and
fervent congratulations that by the mercifal dispensation of
the Almighty, the hand of the assassin h-n been rendered

powerless. We heartily join in the universal feeling of
thankfulness to God that your Majesty’s life has been spared,,
and we pray that it may please the Almighty to preserve it
for many years still to be a blessing to the millions of your
Majesty’s subjects.

WILLS AND BEQUESTS.

THE will of Samuel Hitch, M.D., of Barnwood House,
Upperton-road, E astbourne, who died on Spternber 29th,
last, was proved oa the 7th iust. by Mrs. L3tHia Anne
Hitch, the widow and surviving executrix, the personal
estate being swom uader 61030. The testator gives and
ibeqlleathi all his personal estate to hn wtfe for her own
absolute use and benefit.
The will of Henry John Yeld, M.D., of Bishopwear-

mouth, Durham, who died on November 18th last, was
proved on the 25th ult., at the DoUhacn district registry, by
the Rev. Reginald H. Yeld, the brother, and Dr. Charles
Hitchman Braddon, the executors, the person tt estate being
sworn under 9600. The testator leaves all his property
upon trust for the benefit of his wfa and four daughters.

The following legacies have recently been lefd to hospitals
and other medical charities :&mdash;Mr. Osgood Torkington of
Holly Lodge, Clapham Park (in addition to those mentioned
in our columns of the 4th inat ), 91000 Consols each to the
East London Hospital for Children at Ratcliff - cross, the
Hospital for Epilepsy and Paralysis, Portland-terrace,
Regent’s-park ; the Evelina Hospital, Southwark Bridge-
road ; the Samaritan Free Hospital for Women and Children,
Lower Seymour-street, Portman-square; the London Hom&oelig;o-
path!c Hospital, Great Ormond-street ; the West London
Hospital, Hammersmith-road ; Victuria Hospital, Gough
House, Queen’s-road, Chelsea; the North E istern Hospital
for Children, Hackney ; and the Hospital for Women, Soho-
square ; &pound;50 to the Clapham Dispensary, Manor-,street., Clap-
ham ; 66668 13s. 4d. Consols, on the death of Emma Clay-
ton, between the iAetrop,)Iitari Frpe Huspital, Commercial-
road East, the Cancer Hospitat, Brompton, the Royal Free
Hospital, Gray’s Inn-road, and the Westminster Hospital,
Broad Stnctuary; &pound;6666 13s. 4d. Consols, on the death of
ClaraWorge, between the Charing-cross Hospital, Middlesex
Hospital, St. Mary’s Hospital, Paddington, and the Great
Northern Hospital ; &pound;3333 63. 8d. Cousols, on the death of
Eliza Dtnah Torkington, between the North London or

Uuiverstty College Hospital and St. Mark’s Hospital,
City-road; E3333 6s. 8d., ou the death of Susannah Frances
Gleeson, between King’s College Hospital, Portugal-
street, and Poplar Hospital, East India Dok-road ; &pound; 5000,
New Three pr cents., on the death of Selina Smith,
between the Westminster Ophthalmic Hospital King
William-street, the Royal Orthop&aelig;dic Hospital, Oxford-
street, and the Children’s Hospital, Great Ormoud-street.&mdash;
Colonel Cecil William Forester, of Admastou, Wrockwar-
dine, Salop, formerly Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms to the
House of Commons, oi the death of his brother, George
Townsend Forester, &pound;2500 to the Westmins er Hospital,
Broad Sanctuary ; 62000 to the County of Salop Infirmary;
610.!0 ea’}h to the Huspital for Consumptio!i aad Diseases of
the Chest, Brumpton, and the Royal Hospital for Incurables,
Putuey ; and &pound;5000 to the Western Dispensary, Broadway,
Westminster.&mdash;Mr. John Jones of 95, Piccadilly. E2000 each
to Charing-cross Hospital, West Sraud, and St.. George’s
Hospital, Hyde-park-corner ; 61000 each to the Westminster
Hospital, Broadway, the Free Hospital, Gray’s-inn-road, and


